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Have long obſerved, with ſome regret, that the edis 
4 life of St. Margaret, is too little known. here 


in Scotland, which was the principal theatre of ber 


virtuous actions. It is true, a ſhort hiſtory of ber 
has been repeatedly publiſhed, along with that of the 


, other Saints; but theſe dor, being neceſſarily vo- 


luminous, are too coſtly to be in the hands of many. 
For this reaſon, ſome thoughts were entertained of 


giving to the preſs, @ tranſlation made inte Engliſh, 


many years ago, of a life of this Saint written, in [tas 


lian, by father William. Leſlie, brother to Count Leſlie, 


of the family of Balgubain, and of the ſociety of Jeſus, 


when. he was Rector of the, Scotch College at Romeg .. 


which was printed in that city, in the year 1674. 
and was dedicated to the Princeſs of Rofſano, by: 1 


' ſuperiors and ſtudents of that college. 


But, on an attentive peruſal of that tras/lation, it 


; ' was eaſily perceived, that the tranſlator had kept ton 
* olofely to the Italian Idiom, and that therefore 5 


Engh/h Language is often uncouth and improper.— 
Hence it was thought neceſſary, to grove an entirely 


b . new dreſs to the old materials. And, in doing this, 


it has been judged proper to adopt an arrangement Jome=. 


what different ; ſome dates, that were thought errone- 
ous, have been corretted : ſeveral . ob/ervaticnus haue 
been interſperſed : ſome additions, from good authority, 


bade been made, and particularly a more full account 


Ab St. Margaret's children has been Jubjoined. 2 757 
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are, in the firſt place, the hiſtorical works of Will.” 
of Malmſbury, of Simeon of Durham, Hoveden, Ma 
hew Paris, Fordun, Boece, and the other Engliſh and 
Scotch hiſtorians, who write of thoſe times. Beſides 


this, Turgot the Saint's confeſſor wrote her life, which 


bowever has not appeared under hir name in theſe lat- 


2 
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The documents, from whence this hiflory is dratm, 


5 N. 


ter ages, tho' it is often quoted by Fordun and others.” 
But Papebroch the Bollandiſt, has publiſhed in the As 


of the Saints, at June the tenth, a life of her, under 
the name of Theodoric, which is allowed by the beff 
critics to be authentic. This author was alſo confef- 
for to St. Margaret, and it is very probable, acrord- 
ing to Lord Hailes and other writers, that Theodo- 
ric 2s another name for Turgot, or that the name of 


** 


Theodoric has been prefixed to the Saint's life inſtead 6. 


of that Turgot, by the miſtake of ſome copier. — 


Papebroch thinks they were to diſtinct perſons. Ael- 


red Abbot of Rieval in Yorkſhire, who lived for ſome 
time at the court of David our Saint's ſon, alſo wrote 


Ser life. From theſe ſources have been drawn the 


tres of Saint Margaret, which are to be met with in 


the lives of the Saints, publiſhed by Sufius, Capgrave, 
and by Butler, as alſo in Britannia Sancta, and in the , 


catalague of | Scotch Saints given by David Chalmers, 
in his book on the Piety and Bravery of the Scotch. 
Me likewiſe learn from Nicol/on's Scotch Library, that 
beſides Father Leſlie's work, a ſeparate life of St. 


Margaret, had been written in Spaniſb by John de 


Soto, and printed at Alcala, in the year 1617 ; and 


" another in London in the year 1661, with this title: 


An idea of a perfect Princeſs, in the life of St. 
Margaret Queen of Scotland. Theſe two laft pieces 
are certainly long ſince become rare. 
Father Leſlie quotes Theodoric, Aelred, and the an- 
cient Engliſh and, Scotch hiſtorians ; nor — ” 
N . ; ubt 
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doubt of the fidelity of his quotations ; as he had a 
good opportunity of conſulting the originals, and he 
ot be ſuppoſed to have neglected that precaution. 
The preſent editor has compared what that Father 
wrote, with the Saints Lives, which we have from 
Chalmers, Challoner and Butler. He has alſo con- 
ſulted the, Chronicle of Mailros, Matthew Paris, and 
Hector Bocce. He has made particular uſe of the 
annals of Scotland, by the late Lord Hailes, who ma 
be depended upon, as one of the moſt accurate hiſtorical 
critics, that ever Scotland produced. To enter into © 
chronological diſguiſitions has not been thought neceſ- 
ſary, nor even ſuitable to our preſent purpoſe ; as our 
little work is de/igned for the peruſal of all claſſes of 
readers. | 

We may obſerve that this Saint had great connec- 
tions not only with the Northern, but likewnſe with 
the Southern part of Britain. She drew her origin 
from the Engliſh Saxon Kings ; and as her brother 
Edgar is not known to have left any children, her 
poſterity muſt be . conſidered as the lineal reprgſenta- 
tives of . thoſe Saxon Monarchs. She bent twelve 


years of her life in England, and was there confirmed 


in the practice of virtue; the Engliſh Emigrants of 
all ranks, who fled from the oppreſſion of the Norman 
Conqueror, met with a very kind reception from her 
and her buſband. Her daughter Matilda was admir- 
ed. in England as one of their moſt holy Queens. From 
all this it is hoped, that this performance, if but toler- 


_ ably well executed, will not be unacceptable in Eng- 


ns. 

If any Proteſtant Hall happen to read this little 
piece, he will meet with an account of ſeveral prac- 
tices, which differ from what has prevailed in Bri- 


tain for ſome time paſt. At this he will not be ſur- 


E. when be reflects, that Margaret lived ſeven 
Hundred 
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hundred years ago, and was a Catholic, that being 
the only religion profeſſed then in this iſland, and in 
all the neighbouring kingdoms. Without mentioning 
0 - theſe practices, a juſt idea could not have been given 
ö of this Queen's character. Many will be well pleaſed 
f to learn what our anogfors thought, and how they ac- 
; ted, ſo many centuries ago ; and all perſons f candour 
| will endeavour to Judge of thoſe things without pre- 
 Judice, 
x It is the earneſt wiſh of the Editor, that his en- 
N deavours may contribute to increaſe a juſt veneration 
| - of St. Margaret, to the edification of the reader, and, 
IV above nth to the tory 4 God: 


; | i +41 
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St. MARGARET, Queen of Scotland. 
HA 
Of her Origin, and the Occaſion of her being bor 
ol Hungary. - 


AMONG all the remarkable perſons who have 
lived in Scotland, there is not perhaps one who 
better deſerves to be remembered by the natives 
of this kingdom with gratitude and veneration, 
than Margaret, the wife of Malcolm, the Third 
King of that name. Her eminent virtues were 
highly beneficial to church and ſtate, not only 
during the almoſt thirty years that ſhe was queen; 
but alſo, by their happy influence, for a long 
time after her death. As we intend to give here 
an account of her life, we muſt begin by obſerv- 
ing, that though ſhe drew. her origin from Eng- 
land, yet ſhe was born in Hungary, by a concur- 
rence of events, which we ſhall briefly relate. 
After a deſtructive and bloody war between the 
Danes. who had invaded England, and the Ang- 
lo-Saxons, who had been in poſſeſſion of it for ſe- 
veral hundreds of years, a peace was concluded 
in the year 1017, the principal condition of which 
was, that the kingdom ſhould be divided into two 
parts, whereof one was given to the Danes, un- 
der Canute their King, and the other was left to 
Edmund, firnamed Ironſide, and the Anglo-Sax- 
ons *. But it could not be expected, that this 
| . W. Malm. p. 7% | B SR. di- 
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diviſion would be of long duration; becauſe the 
Danes aimed at having the whole, and the Saxons 
no leſs eagerly wiſhed to recover what they had 
loſt. An occaſion ſoon occurred, which bled 
Canute to make himſelf maſter of all England. 
Count Edric. treacherouſly killed Edmund; and as 
his two ſons Edmund and Edward were but very 
young, Canute, partly by threats, partly by promiſ- 
es, obtained the government of what' belonged to 
theſe young princes, pretending that he would re- 
ſtore it to them when they ſhould come to the age 
- of maturity; but his real deſign was, to ſecure 
| the whole dominions, that had formed the Saxon 
Heptarchy, to himſelf and his poſterity. This, he 
| foreſaw, could not be well effected, as long as the 
lawful heirs of the Saxon kings were alive. He 
| _ therefore reſolved to get rid of Edmund and Ed- 
|| ward at any rate. He did not indeed chooſe to 
|| embrue; his hands in their blood openly, as this 


would have rendered him deteſtable; but he ſent 
them, under ſome ſpecious pretence, to Volgar, 
who! was governor: for him of a part of Sweden, 
with ſecret orders to make away with them, in 
ſome private manner}. Volgar was ſhocked at 
this inhuman propoſal; was moved to compaſſion 
for the young princes, who were innocent and a- 
miable; and though ont of fear of Canute's re- 
ſentment, he made him believe that his command 
had been obeyed; yet he ſaved the two Saxon 
| youths; and after hes kept them concealed in 
{ Sweden for ſome time, he ſent them to the king 
of Hungary, with whom he had fome correſpond- 
{| ence, and in whoſe humanity he had juſtly placed 
| — confidence. The king who then reigned 

ti Oy Was. 5m ene a+ Farebroch — 
el 385i? 2e 0 
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reaſon hu its. This Stephen was the firſt who 
bore the name of king in that country, having 
received the regal crown ſent to him by Pope Syl- 
veſter II. in the year 1000, after which he reign- 
ed 36 years, and made his kingdom flouriſh in 
every reſpect. He was wile, valiant, and remark- 
| ably pious; and he laboured ſo much for the 
converſion of his ſubjects to the Chriſtian faith, 
that he is conſidered as the Apoſtle of the Hun- | 
garians; and from this it is, that their kings, e- 
ven at this day, are addreſſed with the title of | 
Apoſtolic Majeſty. He is honoured as a faint by 
the church, and his name is inferted in the Ro- 
man kalendar on the 2d of September. To this 
holy perſon. the ſons of Edmund Ironfide were 
ſent, happily for them; for he not only received 
them with all kindneſs, but took care to get them 
educated in learning, virtue, piety, and in like 
manner as if they had been his own children.— 
He had all 1 to be ſatisfied with their beha- 
viour and progreſs; and they became very dear 
to the whole court *. Edmund died in the flow- 
er of his age. Edward diſtinguiſhed himſelf ſo 
much, that he obtained in marriage Agatha, a 
German princeſs, who probably was, as Papebroch 
conjectures, a daughter of Bruno, brother to the 
emperor Henry II. and conſequently a niece of 
Gifela, queen of Hungary, and wife to St. Ste- 
phen. Of this marriage was born one fon, Ed- 
gar, who was afterwards in England ſurnamed 
Etheling, and two daughters; Chriſtina, who: be- 
came a nun, and Margaret, of whom principally 
we treat+. She was born about the year 1046, 
and that n at Alba * _ * the 

5 2 -. - kings 


s Papetrock ad . aud to Jun. Sus. N hed! Act. Sant. Bol 
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10 THE LIFE OF Sr. MARGARET, 
kings of Hungary then commonly refided. She 
was endued by God with many excellent natutal 
qualities of mind and body; and the happy effects 
of a plentiful ſhare of his ſupernatural grace on 
her ſoul began to appear very early. Her pious 
parents, on their part, took the greateſt care, that 
ſhe ſhould ſee or hear nothing, but what was edi- 
fying; and they inſtilled into her mind the beſt 
principles of virtue and religion, as ſoon as ſhe 
was capable of receiving any fuch impreſfons. 
The correſpondence of Margaret, with theſe in- 
ward and outward helps, was fully as great as could 
have been expected. She was remarkable for mo- 
deſty, mildneſs of temper, and a great benevo- 
lence of diſpoſition. She was reſpectful, obedient 
and docile to her parents, and to all her inſtruct- 
ors. She ſhowed a great inclination to prayer, to 
the reading of the Scripture and other good books, 
and indeed to every thing that tended to the ſer- 
vice of God, whom ſhe evidently feared to offend, 
and loved with. her whole heart. Thus, in her 
infancy and childhood was ſeen the pleaſant dawn 
of that eminent virtue and holineſs, which after- 
wards ſhone with ſo reſplendent luſtre during the 
whole remainder of her life; and this is almoſt 
all that can be ſaid of her firſt nine years which 


ſhe paſſed in Hungary“. w 
Wee dd A F. 1 
Of ber coming, with ber Parents, into England; and 


IN the meantime, ſome conſiderable changes had 
happened in England, which paved the way for 
the return thither of Edward her father. After 
OR TIO ESE e ee ont Wt ood oe e 
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Canute had become maſter of that whole king- 
dom, he governed in ſuch a manner as made him 


appear truly worthy to reign. He was very ſen- 


ſible, that it was his intereſt, as well as his duty, 
to make his ſubjects contented and happy; and he 
endeavoured to do ſo very effectually. He conti- 
nued to rule them, in great proſperity, until his 
death, in the year 1036. He was ſucceeded in 
England by his ſon Harold, who died within three 
years, and after him his brother Hardicnute was 


king until the year 1041. As the reigns of theſe 


two laſt princes were ſhort and weak, the old Eng- 
liſh recovered ſo much the afcendancy over the 
Danes, that they inſiſted on placing on the throne 
a king of their own ancient royal family, This 


they obtained the more eafily, becauſe they had 


one in view who had acquired a t reputation 
for virtue, wiſdom, and juſtice. The perſon pro- 
poſed was Edward, known afterwards by the name 
of St. Edward the Confeſſor, to diſtinguiſh him 
from St. Edward the Martyr. He was brother 
by the ſame father to Edmund Ironſide, and con- 
ſequently he was uncle to Edward, whom we 
have left in Hungary. He had been carried, 
when young, to Normandy, that he might be 
fate from the wicked deſigns of Canute, and had 
received the beſt education that the times could 
afford, and had profited by it, and learned much 
in the ſchool of adverſity. He was now. invited 
over to govern the kingdom of his anceſtors, 
which mvitation he accepted of, not out of the 
ſpirit of ambition, but out of a real deſire of 
procuring the good of his,country, and was crown- 


ed King, at Eaſter, in the year 1042. Never did 


a ſovereign behave in a more fatherly manner to 
his people, than he did; never was any people 
1 e 3 Are 
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more full of reſpect, love, and readineſs to obey a 
ſovereign, than 1 7 5 Engliſh were to him. Hence 
afterwards, i in the nation, that great deſire of ſee- 
ing again ſuch times as thoſe of the Confeſſor: 

hence their conſtant petition of enjoying the Con- 
teſſor s laws. It muſt be here obſerved, that accord- 
ing to the ſtrict hereditary right of primogeniture, 
the crown of England ought to have been given, 
not to, * Edward the Confeſſor, but to Edward, 

who was ſon to the Confeſſor's elder brother. How- 
ever the nephew was at a diſtance, and not known 
in England; whereas the uncle was nearer at hand, 

and eſteemed even by the Danes. The opportu- 
nity of getting a king of their own nation was not 
to be let ſlip by the Engliſh; nor an affair of that 
importance expoſed to be diſconcerted by de- 
lays*. Beſides, in thoſe ages, it was not unuſual 
in monarchies, otherwiſe hereditary, for an uncle 
to aſcend, the throne in place of his nephew, the 
Uneal heir, when this nephew was a minor, in or- 
den to prevent the inconveniences that common- 
attend the minorities of ſovereigns. In the year 
1057, (and why this was not done ſooner, we 
are ignorant) the Confeſſor ſent Aldred Biſhop of 
Woxreeſter to Hungary, with preſents to Edward, 

to thoſe who had been ſo much, his friends 
ma in Germany, and with a preſſing invit- 
ation to him to come home to his native country. 
Edward ſaw how much this was the intereſt of 
his family, and his own; and therefore, taking 
leave of his friends and benefactors, he came to 
| Britain with his wife and three children. He 
was alſo attended by ſeveral Hungarians of di- 
ſtinction, Who either were attached to him by af - 
! fection, or were in hopes of bettering their for- 
| tunes by being with him, Fhgibed ſo near a pro. 
| 30 wd p. 8. ſpect 
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ſpe& to the crown of England I. The Confeſ- 
Gr received them with the greateſt' goodnefs ; 
and it is ſaid, by ſome, that he offered to reſign 
the government to his nephew; but his nephew 
would not conſent to take the rems out of his 


hands, who managed them ſo well“. Mar- 
garet now made her appearance at the Engliſh 
court, and as piety was there much regarded, the 
gained the eſteem. of every body. She continued 
to advance in the way to chriſtian perfection, in- 
to which ſhe had fo happily entered, She was ve- 
ry punctual in the performance of all the duties 
of her ſtate; and ſhe employed much time in read- 
ing, in charitable works, and in converſing with 
her God. She knew to defpiſe the world, in the 
midft of its allurements, having her heart fixed 
only on the goods of eternity, She had two ex- 
cellent models ſet before her eye, in her own mo- 
ther, and in Editha, the Confeſſor's queen. Her 


father died not very long after their arrival in 


England; and this great loſs ſhe bore with that 
reſignation, which the afterwards fo much recom- 
mended to her children f. St. Edward her grand. 
uncle likewiſe departed this life in the beginning 
of the year 1066. This event made her brother 
Edgar the neareſt rightful heir to the Engliſh 
throne; but Harold, ſon to Earl Godwin, pretend- 


irig that the Confeſſor had bequeathed the king- | 


dom to him; and by other arts got himſelf de- 
clared king, to the excluſion of Edgar, who was 
rather a ſtranger in England, and bkewife much 
a ſtranger to ambitious practices, Harold did not, 
however, long enjoy the fruit of his ambition ;. 


for, in the following autumm, William Duke of 
Normandy, who changed the ſirname of 8 


into 


+ 1. Hhmt. p. 366. Ingolf. p. 66. Chron, Maile. xg8. * Boece, I. xji. fgl. 
„ 1s page a . 
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into that of Conqueror, pretending likewiſe that the 
kingdom had been left by the Confeſſor to him, 
came over with a great army, to aſſert what he 
called his right. In October a bloody battle was 

fought at Haſtings, in which Harold was ſlain, 
and William was completely victorious. Some of 
the Engliſh nobles and biſhops, foreſeeing that the 
Norman would probably oppreſs the nation, re- 
ſolved to make further reſiſtance to his arms; and 
for that purpoſe choſe for their head Prince Ed- 


gar, who, beſides his right to the crown, was 


much beloved on account of the comelineſs of his 


perſon and the mildneſs of his temper; ſo that it 


was then a common ſaying, Edgar Etheling, Eng- 
land's Darling. But William, being afraid of a 


great oppoſition, and being no leſs cunning than 


brave, found means to diſunite them by bribes 
and fair promiſes, and thus rendered their deſigns 
Finding himſelf in this manner almoſt 
entirely maſter of the kingdom, he diſcovered 

plainly his ! intentions of rewarding his Normans 
wich all the lands, and with all the honourable 
and lucrative employments in church and ſtate. 
The Engliſh were now treated by him vith great 
harſhneſs; ſome. of them retreated to the moun- 


. tains and foreſts; others fled to Wales, others to 


Britanny or Denmark; and many of them took 
refuge in Scotland. Edgar and his mother Aga- 
tha, ſeeing dery well, that, whatever the Conquer- 


or might pretend, there was no ſecurity for them 


in England, formed a reſolution of returning to 

Hungary, where they had all reaſon to expect a 

Kind reception. This was what they intended; 

den. Providence 18 another en with dae to 
em. 
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Oo her Arrival in Scotland, and Marriage With 
King Malcolm. 


EDGAR therefore, ſeeing that he could not aſ- 
ſert his right to the crown of England, thought 
it ſafeſt and moſt prudent to retire. And with the 
advice of Agatha his mother, he got a ſhip pre- 
pared, and conveying on board the ſame all their 
valuable effects that could be removed in that 


manner, he, together with his {aid mother, his 


two ſiſters, and many Hungarian and Engliſh at- 
tendants, ſet ſail for the continent. But a violent 
tempeſt aroſe, and drove them northward to the 
coalts of Scotland, where they entered the Firth 
of Forth, and with difficulty landed at the place, 
which from this circumſtance got the name of the 
Dueen's Port, and has ſince been called St. Marga- 


' ret's Hope. 


At that time Malcolm III. ſurnamed Keanmore, 
(Great Head) was king of Scotland, and happened 
to be at Dunfermling, at no great diſtance, when 
theſe illuſtrious ſtrangers arrived. He being in- 
formed of the event, haſtened to receive them 
with the greateſt ſympathy and kindneſs, con- 
ducted them to his reſidence at Dumfermling, 
and treated them in the beſt manner that was 


poſſible for him. To this he was prompted not 


only by the quality oftheſe ſtrangers and his own 
hoſpitable diſpoſition ; but alſo by the grateful re- 
membrance of the great favours that had been 
confered on him by their near relation Saint Ed- 
ward. For, after Macbeth had killed King Dun- 
can his father, a_ e the ſovereignty in 

C Scotland, 
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Scotland, Malcolm had been obliged to retire 

into England, and had been entertained by the 
Confeſſor for ſeveral years; nay he had received 
from him the aſſiſtance of 10,000 men under the 
command of Siward Earl of Northumberland, 

who entering Scotland and being joined by Mac- 
duff, Earl of Fife, and the other loyaliſts, defeated 
the uſurper, who was ſoon after flain.} In conſe- 
quence of this victory Malcolm had been placed 
on the throne. Very mindful therefore of what 
he owed to St. Edward, he was now glad to have 
it in his power to repay it in the perſons of his 
grand-nephew, and his family, who were now in 
a diſtreſſed ſituation like to that, which he him- 
{elf had experienced. 

But another more ſtrict connection very ſoon 
took place. Margaret was now more than twen- 
ty years of age, and of a ſuperior beauty, which 
Was greatly enhanced by her decency and pro- 
priety of manners, and by her agreeableneſs in 
converſation. Malcolm therefore became deſir- 
ous of having her for his royal conſort, and 
made this propoſal to her and to her mother.— 
She herſelf had no reliſh for wordly grandeur, 
and wiſhed rather to dedicate herſelf to God in 
religious retirement. But Agatha repreſented to 
her, how: advantageous {ſuch a match would be to 
them in their preſent condition, and likewiſe 
took notice how much more ſhe might contri- 
bute to the glory of her God, and to the good 
of her fellow creatures, when ſeated on a throne, 
than ſhe could, if hidden in a cloiſter. Mar- 
garet perceiving the weight of theſe conſiderati- 
ons, and being full of reſpectful obedience to her 
mother, gave her conſent, and was married to 
Malcolm, to the Seat joy of the whole king- 


dom. 
} Fordun, I. v. cap. 7. 


QUEEN OF SCOTLAND. 17 


dom.“ Hiſtorians vary in aſſigning the year of 
this event ſo fortunate for Scotland. Some place 
it in 1067, a few months after William conquer- 
ed England, ſome again in 1068; ſome deter it 
until 1070. It is not eaſy, nor at all neceſſary 
to reconcile theſe differences. The marriage, 
and the happy conſequences of it, are certain. 

We have ſaid, that Agatha and her children 
were attended by ſeveral Hungarians. Our hiſ- 
torians tell us, that amongſt theſe were the pro- 
genitors of thoſe who aſſumed the ſurnames of 
Drummond, Leſlie, Crichton, Fotheringham, 
Maul, Borthwick. All our writers both Englith 
and Scotch agree that many Engliſh families took 
refuge in Scotland about that time.þ Of theſe 
Boece mentions the anceſtors of the Maxwells, 
Lindſays, Vaux, Ramſays, Lovels, Tours, Preſ- 
tons, Sandilands, Biſſets, Souls, Wardlaws ; but 
on what authority we know not. 4 

This great influx of Engliſh, eſpecially of thoſe 
who were of the better ſort, and who fled from 
the oppreſſion of the Norman, and were made 
welcome by Malcolm and his Queen, 1s one of 
the principal cauſes of the introduction of the 
Engliſh Tongue into a great part of Scotland. 
What we call the Broad Scotch 1s a dialect of the 
Saxon or Old Engliſh, with a mixture of Gaehic, 
the ancient language of the country, and of 
French, occaſioned by the intercourſe between 
the Scotch and French nations, in the middle 
ages . 

The reception given to the Princeſs Agatha 
and her children, could not fail to be diſagreea- 
ble to the new King of England. Accordingly 
William ſent to demand them, and on Malcolm's 

| refuſal 
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refuſal a war enſued. * The Scots, to make uſe 
of the words of Mr Butler, deteated Roger, a 
* Norman General, m Northumberland ; and 
* afterwards Richard, Earl of Gloceſter. Upon 
which William ſent his brother Odo Earl of 
Kent into Northumberland; but Malcolm gave 
him a conſiderable overthrow, and recovered 
the booty which he had taken. After this, the 
haughty Norman ſent his ſon Robert, at the 
head of an army, who encamped on the Tyne, 
but without doing any thing, except building 
the city of Newcaſtle. Soon after, the Norman 
agreed to a peace, on theſe conditions; that he 
ſhould reſtore Sibert, Earl of Northumberland, 
and leave Cumberland, as formerly, to the Scotch; 
that he ſhould treat Prince Edgar as his friend; 
and that the boundaries of the two kingdoms 
*-ſhould be King's Croſs on Stanemoor, between 
* Richmondſhire and Cumberland, which ſhould 
© have the ſtatues and arms of the two Kings of 
England and Scotland on each fide*.” For the 
ſpace of 27 years Malcolm defended his kingdom 
againſt William and his ſon. with great valour and 
prudence. The Engliſh hiſtorians indeed com- 
plain bitterly of the cruelties committed in the 
incurſions which he made into their country; nor 
was it poſſible for him to reſtrain his followers 
from many irregularities. Deſtructive inroads 
were by far too frequent on both fides, as long as 
the two kingdoms were ſeparated: Such calami- 
ties are now happily removed, and many mutual 
advantages obtained by their union. 


en 8s. LL, Jun, 10, 
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Of her Choice of a Spiritual Director, and her 
Dependence on his Advice. ; 


Margaret ſeeing herſelf now placed by provi- 
dence in a moſt important ſtation, was reſolved, 
with the divine aſſiſtance, to fulfil the obligations 
of it well, and to make uſe of all proper means 
for that purpoſe. She was ſenſible, that to have 
a pious, prudent, and zealous Director of one's 
conſcience is a circumſtance very deſirable to per- 
ſons of all ranks, who wiſh to attain to chriſtian 
perfection; but that this becomes ſtill more ne- 
ceſſary, when the dangers are greater and more fre- 
quent, -and the duties more various and of great- 
er conſequence. Her natural parts and her ac- 
quired abilities were both far above the com- 
mon: but like all humble ſouls, ſhe was very 
diffident of herſelf. She had indeed a lively 
confidence in God; but ſhe knew that this did 
not free her from being obliged to ule the ordi- 
nary means appointed by Chriſt for obtaining 
advice and direction. Wherefore one of her 
earneſt petitions to heaven was, that ſhe might 
find a ſpiritual guide, willing and able to give 
her the aid ſhe ſtood in need of; and her petition. 
was favourably heard. Turgot, Abbot of the 
Benedictine convent in Durham, was her confeſ- 
ſor, at leaſt for ſeveral years, and he has alſo writ- 
ten an account of her life. 

He was a native of England, and for ſome time 
was employed in teaching ſacred literature to 
Olaus the holy King of Norway, who was after- 
wards crowned with martyrdom. The ex- 
ample of that King began to wean the heart of 
Turgot from the world; and his being ſhip- 
wrecked on his way home, with the loſs of all 

bis 
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his effects, and the danger of being ſwallowed up 
in the waves, made him determine to retire into 
the monaſtery of Durham, where under the direc- 
tion of Aldwin, who then ruled it in a moſt edi- 
fying manner, he made ſuch proficiency in vir- 
tue and learning, that, after his maſter's death, he 
was appointed his ſucceſſor. He was alſo in the 
end raiſed to the ſee of St. Andrew's; but this 
happened a good many years after. Here we 
peak of him as the director of St. Margaret. 
She having all reaſon to think, that ſhe had 
found a proper guide, and confiding, that God 
by his means would conduct her in the way of 
her duty, was not content with making her fa- 
cramental confeſſion to him; but alſo acquaint- 
ed him, with all candour, with the whole ſtate of 
her ſoul; manifeſting to him the inclinations ſhe 
felt in herſelf, the paſſions, to which ſhe thought 
herſelf moſt ſubject, her deſires, her habits, the 
difficulties ſhe experienced, her good reſolutions, 
and her practices of piety. She aſſured him, 
that ſhe was moſt willing to amend her faults, and 
moſt earneſtly begged of him to obſerve them, 
like a rigorous judge, and to inform her of them 
without reſerve. She declared to him that ſhe 
was very defirous of diſcharging herſelf perfect- 
ly of all her obligations, and that ſhe expected, 
that he would ſeriouſly think of them, and al- 
ways put her in mind of what ſhe ought to do, 
for the ſanctification of her own ſoul, and for the 
good of her family, and of all her ſubjects. 
The holy man was agreeable ſurprized to find 
ſo great purity of conſcience, ſo much prudent 


Zeal, and ſo ſublime ſentiments of devotion in a 


Princeſs, who. had always lived in the world.— 
He did his utmoſt endeavour to aſſiſt her in the 

1 e | AC» 
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accompliſhment of her virtuous deſigns. But 
ſhe often complained that he was too indulgent. 
to her, and too ſparing in reproving her for her 
omiſſions, and other offences in words and acti- 
ons. They concerted together what was pro- 
per to be done by her; and with his advice, by 
the grace of God, and her conftant compliance 
with both, ſhe regulated her court, ſhe brought 
her huſband- to- a pious life, ſhe got the abuſes in 
church and ſtate reformed, ſhe educated her 
children well, and practiſed all the virtues ſuitable 
to her ſtate with great perfection ; as we ſhall 
now v proceed to relate, more in particular. 125 


HAP. v. 


Of the Regulation” of her Court, and the inducing * 
ber Huſband to a pious Life. 


OUR Saint immediately turned her charitable 
attention to thoſe who attended her, and to all 
her ſervants; but in a particular manner, as was 
juſt, to the King her huſband. Thoſe who are 
placed by God in ſuch a ſituation, as to have the 
weight of authority, are certainly, obliged to 
make uſe of its influence for promoting his di- 
vine glory, and the real good of thoſe under their 
care. This was well underſtood by St. Margaret, 
who had likewiſe had, for ſome years, a good mo- 
del under her eyes, in the court of St. Edward 
and the holy Editha. Her fervent charity made 
her comply with her duty in this reſpect, with the 
greateſt alacrity and diligence; and ſhe was the 
more deſirous to have every thing well regulated 
round herſelf, as ſhe was not ignorant, that the 
example would be readily followed. By her ad- 
vice, given in the moſt prudent and engaging: 
man- 
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manner, by reproof when it was neceſſary, accom- 
panied with charity, and eſpecially by her own 
virtuous behaviour and edifying converſation, ſhe 
by degrees extirpated all appearance of vice from 
the palace, and rendered virtue faſhionable. 
By her prudent zeal and example” ſays Butler, 
* concord, charity, modeſty, religion, and piety, 
* reigned in the whole court, in which virtue was 
the only recommendation to, the royal favour, 

and to want devotion, was the moſt certain 
8 diſgrace.” We may here add, that-ſhe took: 
care; that the ladies about her ſhould never be idle. 
They were often employed in needle work, and 
that for the moſt part in preparing ornaments for 
the altar. 

But being ſenſible how much l upon 
the King's behaviour, and having the warmeſt 
affection for him, her chief aim was, to bring 
him to a truly pious manner of life 1. — Mak 
colm was rough and unpoliſhed, and was not 
free from vice; but he had a ſolid judgment, a 
good heart, and many excellent natural qualities. 
One action of his is recorded by the beſt Engliſh 
and Scotch hiſtorians, which may be related here, 
as it gives ſome infight into his character. After 
he had been ſome years on the throne, he got 
certain information of a dangerous conſpiracy 
formed againſt his life. Upon this, he invited 
his Nobles to a hunting match, and among them 
the chief conſpirator attended, according to 
his expectation. In the field, Malcolm took an 
opportunity of entering into converſation with 
him, drew him by degrees into a wood, where 
they were ſeen by nobody. Here the King let 
him know that he was fully acquainted with his 
treacherous deſign; but, added he, if I have 
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* wronged you, do not think of killing me in a 
cowardly way, when I am. aſleep; but rather 
ſeek ſatisfaction now, when I am ready to give 
it, in an honourable manner, and on equal 
terms. If you imagine, that you are more wor- 
thy to reign than I am, ſhow that you are ſo, 
at preſent, by your valour.* The conſpirator, 
ſtruck with aſtoniſhment at this greatneſs of ſoul, 
threw himſelf from his horſe, fell on his knee, and 
ſaid to the King, that if he pleaſed, he might im- 
mediately puniſh him for his guilt, which he ac- 
knowledged; but that if he would vouchſafe to 
ſpare and pardon him, he would be one of his moſt 
faithful ſubjects, as long as he ſhould breathe... 
Malcolm, after a very ſhort ſtruggle with his reſent- 


S 


ment, aſſured him generouſly, that his crime 


ſhould never be remembered to his prejudice; and 
it appears, that both of them kept their word.“ 

- Malcolm ſoon perceived what a valuable trea- 
ſure he was ſo happy as to poſſeſs in his wiſe and 


virtuous conſort ; and ſhe, with a moſt laudable 


view, made 1t her ſtudy. to endear herſelf to him 
ſtill more and more. By converſing with her on 


moral ſubjects, he ſaw how deteſtable vice is, and 


how ' amiable the practice of virtue. Having 
gained this much, and imploring the aid of 
heaven, ſhe took an opportunity to ſpeak to him, 
in the ſtrongeſt but moſt affectionate terms, con- 


cerning his ſalvation. She repreſented to him 


the importance of eternity, the ſtrict account that 
we have to give of our actions, and the much 
that depended on his behaviour, with regard to 


his family and his whole kingdom. He heark- 
ened to her with attention, and was convinced 
of the truth ot what ſhe ſaid, and of the real con- 
. cern for his welfare, with which ſhe had ſpoken. 
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The inward grace of God was not wanting, and 
his anſwer was ſuch, as filled her heart with joy, 
and made her ſure of having ſucceeded in her 
charitable. undertaking, He amended his life 
without delay. By her advice he regulated his 
family, educated his children, and governed his 
people. He became her companion in her 
works of charity, when the affairs of ſtate per- 
mitted it; he joined with her in her devotions, 
and often roſe along with her to aſſiſt with the 
Monks at the midnight office“ 

The virtue of Margaret was prudent and ail 


' . creet, and therefore ſhe: attended to what was 


becoming her ſtation, and the neceſſary ſplendor 
of a court. She increaſed the number of atten- 
dants, and made the. Royal Family be ſerved at 
table in gold and filver veſſels, or in ſuch as were 
gilt, or filvered over. She required modeſty in 
dreſs ; but introduced finer clothes, than had been 
uſed before in Scotland, and her hiſtorian menti- 
ons ſome, that were remarkable for- the variety 
of colours T. Hence the late Lord Hailes con- 
jectures, that perhaps we owe to her the intro- 
duction of ine we call Tartan 4. All this St. 
Margaret did, not out of vanity or oſtentation; 
but to create reſpect to ſuperiors, and mark the 
diſtinction of ranks. From the ſame principle, 
founded on the very nature of man, in all civi- 
hzed nations particular robes and ornaments 
have been appropriated to almoſt all offices, 
whether civil, military or eecleſiaſtical. 


0 - 
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„ | Of ber getting Abuſes reareſſed. 


THE regularity, which was obſerved in the be- 
haviour of thoſe who lived in the royal palace, 
'and the exemplary change in the manners of the 
King, made the Queen be highly eſteemed, and 
had a happy effect on the morals of many through- 
out the nation. But there were ſeveral abuſes to 
be redreſſed, which had. crept, in during the ci- 
vil wars that had raged, and during, Macbeth's 
long uſurpation. Margaret was perſuaded that 
God required of her that ſhe ſhould uſe her beſt 
endeavours to remove theſe abuſes; and ſhe hop- 
ed for ſucceſs from the help of heaven, and from 
the concurrence of her huſband, whoſe confidence 


ſhe had entirely gained. 5 | 
Malcolm, at her deſire, called a: general coun- 
cil of the principal eccleſiaſtics and of his nobili- 
ty; and though it was not uſual for perſons of her 
ſex to appear in ſuch aſſemblies, and though ſhe, 
was far from entertaining any ſentiments of ſelf- 
conceit; yet ſhe ſaw that the circumſtances re- 
quired her declaring in perſon, what ſhe wiſhed to 
be remedied. The king approved much of this 
propoſal; and as ſhe did not as yet ſpeak the Gae- 
lic well, and he ſpoke both it, his native tongue, 
and the Saxon perfectly, he was pleaſed to be her 
integprete r... 3 xc th 
When all were aſſembled, Margaret made to 
them an introductory diſcourſe, on the cauſe and 
the neceſſity of their being come together. She 
then mentioned a. practice that prevailed in Scot- 
land, of beginning Lent on the Monday of the 
fixth week before Eaſter, and not on the preced- 
ing Wedneſday, with the reſt of the church. Now,” 
although there had been ſome varieties in the 
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The inward grace of God was not wanting, and 
his anſwer was ſuch, as filled her heart with joy, 
and made her ſure of having ſucceeded in her 
charitable undertaking, He amended his life 
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* | Of ber getting Abuſes redreſſed. 


THE regularity, which was obſerved in the be- 
haviour of thoſe who lived in the royal palace, 
and the exemplary 3 in the manners of the 
King, made the Queen be highly eſteemed, and 
had a happy effect on the morals of many through- 
out the nation. But there were ſeveral abuſes to 
be redreſſed, which had crept. in during the ci- 
vil wars that had raged, and during Macbeth's 
long uſurpation. Margaret was perſuaded that 
God required of her that ſhe ſhould uſe her beſt 
endeavours to remove theſe abuſes; and ſhe hop- 
ed for ſucceſs from the help of heaven, and from 
the concurrence of her huſband, whoſe confidence 


ſhe had entirely gained. nd f 
Malcolm, at her deſire, called a general coun- 

cil of the principal eccleſiaſtics and of his nobili- 
ty; and though it was not uſual for perſons of her 
to appear in ſuch aſſemblies, and though ſhe 

was far from entertaining any ſentiments of ſelf- 
conceit; yet ſhe {ſaw that the circumſtances re- 
quired her declaring in perſon, what ſhe wiſhed to 
be remedied. The king approved much of this 
propoſal; and as ſhe did not as yet ſpeak the Gae- 
lic well, and he ſpoke both it, his native tongue, 
and the Saxon perfectly, he was pleaſed to be her 
znterpreter, r, . SS 
When all were aſſembled, Margaret made to 
them an introductory diſcourſe, on the cauſe and 
the neceſſity of their being come together. She 
then mentioned a practice that prevailed in Scot- 
land, of beginning Lent on the Monday of the 
fixth week before Eaſter, and not on the preced- 
ing Wedneſday, with the reſt of the church, Now,” 
although there had been ſome varieties in the 


— 
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time of beginning the Anti-paſchal Faſt; yet, as 
the weſtern church had, for ſeveral centuries bes 
fore this period, generally begun that faſt on the 
Wedneſday in the ſeventh week before the Paſ- 
chal folemnity; Margaret inſiſted, that as Scot- 
land, ever from its converſion to Chriſtianity, had 
agreed with the univerſal church in all matters of 
faith, fo it ſhould likewiſe agree with her in this 
obſervance: and after ſome reaſoning it was deter- 
mined that what ſhe propoſed ſhould be done for 
the future *. 

After this, a nn more pernicious abuſe came 
to be confidered. It was a great negle& in ob- 
ſerving the Lord's day, and other days ſet apart 
for the ſervice of God, and for the inſtruction of 
the people. All allowed, that this neglect was ve- 
ry contrary to the laws of God and of the church; 
and it was reſolved that meaſures ſhould be taken 
for preventing it in the time to come. 

In the third place, the queen took notice, "_ 
many omitted, long, the receiving the bleſſed Sa- 
crament, and did not approach to the altar for 
that purpoſe, even at the feaſt of Eaſter. She 
ſhewed that the pretext of reſpe& to our Saviour, 
and of their being unworthy, was not a ſufficient: 
excuſe for their not receiving the food of the life 
© of the ſoul; that they ought to prepare themſelves 
by a fincere repentance, and then make uſe of 
that ſo effectual means of obtaining divine grace, 
in order to abſtain from ſin, and advance in vir- 
tue. It was likewiſe reſolved to py” due atten- 
tion to this injunction. 

Inceſtuous marriages with one's ſtep wideber 
and with'a brother's widow, in which intereſt 
Fucks w was ſtudied, had been permitted.— 

hele were irialy prohibited. Regulations were 
alſo 
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* 


alſo made for correcting ſome improprieties in 
the celebration of the divine myſteries, for reſ- 
training injuſtice, intemperance and luſt, and 
for encouraging the contrary virtues. What- 
ever the Queen propoſed was ſo reaſonable in it- 
ſelf, and was ſpoken. by her in ſo engaging a 
manner, that it was all unanimouſly approved. 
She was however ſenſible, that it is not enough 
to preſcribe ſalutary rules; but that it is ſtill 
more eſſential to ſee that they be put into exe- 
cution. That this might be done, ſhe induced 
her huſband to take care, that upon every vacan- 
cy, the moſt proper perſons ſhould be promot- 
ed to the epiſcopal ſees of St. Andrew's, Gallo- 
way, Glaſgow and Mortlach, (which laſt was af- 
terwards tranſlated to Aberdeen). And as theſe 
four appeared to be too few, by her advice, he 
added two more to that number, by founding 
thoſe of Murray and Caithneſs, for the north- 
ern parts of the Kingdom“. For the inſtruction 
of the people ſhe procured zealous preachers to' 
be ſent. every where, and ſhe got them ſupport- 
ed by the royal authority. Thus religion was 
protected and encouraged by the temporal go- 
vernment ; and government was revered and 
obeyed by the help of religion. The ſubjects 
were conſequently. civilized, and they enjoyed 
greater ſafety, peace and happineſs than they 
had ever. before experienced. ; 
There was nothing tending to render man 
more dutiful to his Creator, that eſcaped: the at- 
tention of the pious Margaret. It is ſaid, that the 
having learned that many neglected to give due 
thanks after meals to their heavenly Benefactor, 
to ptevent this neglect, in an eaſy and pleaſant 
manner introduced a practice of drinking a health 
| 8 
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at riſing from table, to thoſe who had complied 

with that duty. Hence this was called. the 

Grace Drink,-or St. Margaret's Bleſſing. 

The effects of all her charitable endeavours 

were ſuch as gave her great ſatisfaction, and gave 

ju reaſon tothe learned Baronius to ſay : That 
having found the church of Scotland like a 

An deſert, left it at her death in ſo flouriſhing 

à ſtate, that it reſembled 2 well med 

6. IA garden | 
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of up Education of ber Children, 


Un Saint kutw well what an important truſt 
Cod had eoufded to her, in ber children, and 
how much depended on their good behaviour. 
She therefort beſtowed all care and attention on 

their education. What ſhe did in this teſpect is ſo 
well expreſſed, by the truly worthy Mr Butler, 
that we cannot do better than copy what he has 
written on that ſubject. God bi eſſed this pious 
royal couple (Malcolm and Margaret) with a 
numerous and virtuous offspring, which did 
not degenerate. from the piety of their holy pa- 
„rents. The Queen was mother of fix boys; 
Edward, Ethelred, Edmund, Edgar, Alexander 
and David, and of two daughters, namely Maud 
or Mathildes, married to Henry I. King of 
England, and Mary who married Euſtace, 
Count of Boulogne. Of the ſons, Edgar, Alex- 
g ander and David ſucceſſively came to the crown 
of Scotland ; and all governed with the higheſt 
reputation of wiſdom, valour and piety, eſpe- 
*;cially King David, who may be juſtly ftited the 
1 ornament of that throne. Tl he hap- 
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pineſs of theſe Princes, and that of their whole 
kingdom in them, was owing, under God, to 
the pious care of Queen Margaret in their edu- 
cation. She did not ſuffer them to be brought 


up in vanity, pride or pleaſures, which is too 


often the misfortune of thoſe who are born in 
courts. She inſpired them with an early in- 
difference to the things of the world, with the 


* greateſt ardour for virtue, the pureſt love of 


« 
6 


God, fear of his judgments, and ' dread of fin. 
She choſe for them the ableſt preceptors and 


« governors, perſons eminently endued with the 


„ 640 ̃ ¶ͥumM ⁰ẽůͥu SadSSRA©GRA@aeee:e,a.a mm 9.26 


ſpirit of piety and religion, and would ſuffer 


none but ſuch to approach them, being ſenſi- 


ble that tender minds receive the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt laſting impreſſions from the behaviour of 
thoſe with whom they converſe, eſpecially 
maſters, Inſtructions. are dry, but the words 
and actions of perſons breathe the ſpirit and 
ſentiments. of their hearts, and inſenſibly com- 
municate the lame to others, eſpecially. where 


this influence is ſtrengthened by authority. 


The zealous mother watched over the maſters, 


examined the progreſs of her children, and of- 


ten inſtructed them herſeif in all chriſtian 
duties. No ſooner were the young Princeſſes 
of an age capable of profiting by her example, 
than ſhe made them her companions, in all 
her ſpiritual exerciſes and good works. She 
daily by. moſt fervent prayers and tears, con- 


jured Almighty God, to preſerve their inno- 
cence, and fill their ſouls with the ſentiments 


of thoſe virtues which ſhe endeavoured to 
inſtill into them“ .“ Thus far Butler, from the 


original authors. 


"OE did ſhe fail; during l her life, to inculcate 0 5 
theſe 
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theſs her dear children, on all proper occaſions, 
the {ix maxims which he recommended to them 
in a particular manner, when ſhe was going to 
leave them and the world. The maxims were, 
x. That they ſhould be willing to die a thouſand 
times, rather than once to oftend God grievouſly, 
which would deprive them of his grace, and ex- 
pole them to endleſs miſery. 2. That they ſhould 
make a perfect ſacrifice of their minds and hearts 
to the bleſſed Trinity, the great object of chriſti- 
an adoration; and that they ſhould have a ſingu- 
lar reverence to the Mother of our Saviour, and 
a great confidence in her interceſſion, ſo power- 
ful with God, 3. That they ſhould love and pro- 
tect the poor, as their own brethren. 4. That 
they ſhould ſhun with horror all ſhadow of fins 
againſt chaſtity, with more care than they would 
avoid the infection of a mortal diſtemper. 3. That 
they ſhould often aſk and follow the advice of ho- 
ly and pious men. Laſtly, That they ſhould be 

conſtant and inflexible in maintaining the Catho- 
lc faith, which had been ſo long happily held by 
their anceſtors . 

That it may appear, how very ſucceſsful our 
nt was in this moſt important affair of educat- 
ing her children, we ſhall give a brief account of 


them before we come to an end. We ſhall here ; 


only obſerve, that to this virtuous education gi- 
ven by Margaret to her ſons, is to be attributed, 
in a great meaſure, that Scotland was governed for 
the ſpace: of 200 years, by ſeven excellent Kings, 
that is, by her three ſons, Edgar, Alexander, Da- 
vid; David's two grandſons, Malcolm IV. and 
William; and by William's ſon and grandſon,” 
' Alexander II. and III.; during which ſpace the 
nation enjoyed greater happineſs, than it ever 
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perhaps did before or after: and this happineſs 
might have been continued much longer, had it 
not been interrupted by the unfortunate diſputed 
ſucceſſion ta the crown, between Balzol and Bruce, 
which happened towards the cloſe of the 13th 
century, This alſo ſhews how great a bleſſing a 
good mother may be to any family. ol Wer 
degree. | Sil 4615; 
— — 
. Þ VIII. n 
& ber Charity to the Poor. | f 


A Sincere and active love of God _—_— the 
whole conduct of Margaret, and excited her to the 
practice of all the chriſtian virtues; but among 
theſe her charity to her fellow-creatures in pover- 
ty and diſtreſs ſeems to have been particularly 
conſpicuous, She conſidered attentively what our 
Saviour has told us, in the defcription he has gi- 


ven, in the goſpel, of the laſt judgment, where 


he is to reward or puniſh. according to the per- 


formance or neglect of that duty, having declar- 


ed, that he receives what -is done to our neigh- 
bours as done to himſelf. Hence ſhe always 
thought, that ſhe could never do enough to ſerve 
him, who had done and ſuffered. ſo much for us, 


in them whom he had ſubſtituted in his place. 


The pleaſant news of their having ſo bounti- 
ful a Queen was ſaon Tpread; through the whole 


| kingdom, and numbers af i ent perſons. flock- 


ed to Dunfermling and Edinburgh, where 
commonly reſted and there, they met 


5 with a reception, that tat exceeded all ant they. 


could have expected. 
We are informed by che Me Gs of hes life, 


that every morning ſhe made fix poor people of 


the moſt Wan to be brought into the 
5 on „„ | 2 palace, 
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palace, where throwing herſelf at their feet, the 
waſhed them, and, after having done ſo, kiſſed 
them ſeveral times, with the ſame tenderneſs as 
ſhe would have uſed towards Chriſt himſelf, whoſe 
perſon ſhe honoured in that of his members. — 
She alſo gave a liberal alms to every one of thoſe 

perſons. Going thence into another apart- 
ment, ſhe found there nine orphan children, 
brought thither likewiſe by her orders; theſe ſhe 
fed with her own royal hands, to the aſtoniſh- 
ment and great edification of the beholders. She 
did the ſame to twenty four grown-up poor per- 
ſons before dinner. Often, eſpecially in Lent 
and Advent, the royal couple, attended by 
their chaplains only, called in three hundred 
poor, and ſerved them at table, ſhe the wo- 
men on one ſide, the King the men on the 
other; giving them the ſame diſhes that were 
ſerved up at their own table *. 

From the uniform tenour of this ſaint's life, 
we may fafely conclude that in all this there was 
nothing of hypocritical oſtentation. It was ne- 
ceſſary to have an eſtabliſhed order in what ſhe 
did; ſhe had a ſatisfaction, from ſupernatural 
motives, in overcoming the reluctance of nature, 
and in rendering others as contented as ſhe could; 
ſhe alſo knew of what conſequence her example 
was, and that the poor would not fo readily be neg- 
lected by others, when they oh ſo great atten- 
tion paid to them by the 

Nor was her beneficence af all confined to 
thoſe who came to the place of her abode. She 
ſent out truſty perſons to enquire for thoſe who 
were in neceſſity, in order that they might be 

relieved. She aſſiſted widows and in- 
ſolrent W and took care of helpleſs or- 


Phans. 
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phans. She erected Hoſpitals for poor ſtrangers 
and for the ſick, and ſhe herſelf attended the ſick 
in them with wonderful humility and tender- 
neſs. There were at that time, as the beſt hiſ- 
torians aſſure us, ſo many Engliſh captives in 
Scotland, that they were to be met with not. 
only in every village, but almoſt in every cot- 
tage J. Of theſe ſhe ranſomed a great many, 
eſpecially thoſe who, ſhe was informed, had fallen 
into the hands of harſh maſters ; and ſhe gave 
them money to bear their expences home. She 
was very liberal to thoſe who had embraced the 
ſtate of voluntary poverty in religious orders ; 
ſhe not only cheerfully gave them what they 
aſked of her; but of herſelf ſent to them that 
of which ſhe thought they ſtood in need. 
Oftentimes, the ſum allotted -to her for alms 
deeds, was not ſufficient to ſatisfy the neceſſities 
that occurred to her benevolent heart. She 
added to it what ſhe could poſſibly ſave, from the 
allowance for her own uſe, She even. fold the 
Jewels from her-breaſt, and the rings from 
her fingers, for charitable *. purpoſes. On ſome 
_. occaſions ſhe took money from the royal treaſu- 
ry, for the like ends; knowing well, that the 
King would approye of her doing ſo. Some-- 


times indeed he pretended to catch her in ſteal- 


ing from him, and would pleaſantly ſay that ſhe 
was 4 convicted thief, 2 Ba 

She gave free and eaſy. acceſs to all perſons, 
that they might lay before her their grievances, 
make- 8 complaints, and preſent their petiti- 
ons. Some implored juſtice, which they had not 
received at the tribunals; ſome begged relief 
from the tyrany of the great; others ſhowed 
their numerous families hungry and naked, or 


5 their 
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their own bodies frozen with cold. The Quten 
heard them all with unſpeakable patience, pro- 

vided for all with the bowels of a mother, and 
never permitted any one to depart without help 
or comfort d. 

That this acceſs to her might ſtill be more 
eaſy, ſne is ſaid to have frequently ſitten in an 
open field, that there every one who pleaſed, 
might have an The rtunity of ſpeaking to her 
with the greater freedom: and there is till 
ſhown; ſomething more than a mile from Dun- 
fermline, on the way to Queensferry, a ſtone in 
the form of a feat, which, according to a con- 
fant tradition, ſhe ſometimes made uſe of for 
that purpoſe. ' It is marked in the maps of the 
roads that were publiſhed not long ſince, near 
to the 14th mile from Edinburgh, with the 
namie of Sr. Margaret's tone affixed to it. 

From all that Te have ſaid it appears, that the 
church with great reaſon calls her wonde#/ul in 
der charity towards the poor, in the prayer which 
ſhe addreſſes to God in her office on the feſtival 
of this Saint, Which prayer is as follows. O God, 
2050 baſt rendered the" bleſſed Margaret Queen of 0 
Scott, wonderful for her exquiſite charity towards the 
poor 7 grant, that by he. interceſſion und example, thy 
charity may be bontinually . | in our pearts.— 
Thro our Lord Neun, Se. „ 
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WE ſhall n now take bee, of forhe? uf the other 
virtues, that were moſt obſervable in the life of 
Our faint ; and this will tend to diſplay her cha- 

jy racter 
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racter the better, and give us an opportunity of 


mentioning ſome other notable particulars relat- 


ingto her. We ſhall begin with faith, which is the 
foundation of all ſupernatural virtues; and it en- 
lightens the ſoul, and ſhows us what we ought to 
do, and why we ought to do it. Margaret's faith 
was firm and lively.; ſhe judged of all things by 
that heavenly ſtandard, and regulated her whole 
conduct accordingly. She believed, without the 
leaſt ſhadow of doubt, all the truths and myſter- 


ies, however in comprehenſible to us, which God 


has been pleaſed to reveal to man for his com- 
fort and direction: and ſhe hearkened with an 


intire ſubmiſſion to the catholic church, which 


aſſiſted by the divine Spirit, always holds and 


faithfully delivers down all thoſe truths, without 
any poſlibility of falling into error“. This per- 


fect adherence to the catholic faith ſhe ſtrongly 


recommended to her children, as we have ſeen, 
and to all thoſe any way under her care. She 
ſhowed her reverence to the holy ſee of Rome, 


by her aſking leave of Pope Urban II: for the 


— 


making uſe of the ceremony of anointing the 
Kings of Scotland with bleſſed oil, at their coro- 


nation; which was firſt put in practice, when 


her Joh Edgar was crowned. Her poſterity on 


the throne perſevered conſtant in the ſame true 
religion for the ſpace of 300 years, until another 


Queen, famous hkewiſe for her excellent quali- 
ties, Mary Stewart, ſealed her belief of it with 
her blood, and her grand father 27 IV. had, 

in the year 1507, been honoured by Julius II. 
with the title of Protector of the FaithF. With 


regard to Margaret, all thoſe who obſerved her 
actions ſaw, that the walked by faith, and re- 
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gulated the whole of her conduct by its ſacred 
maxims. 
I.uhuis faith taught her, chat of herſelf ſhe was 
nothing, that ſhe owed to God her very being, 
and her exiſtence every moment; that all the 
advantages of nature and fortune which ſhe ys 
ſeſſed, were talents entruſted by him with 
of which ſhe had to render to him a ſtrict a ho 
count, and that without his grace, ſhe could not 
form ſo. much as one good thought. From theſe 
conſiderations; ſhe gave all the glory of what- 
ever ſhe had or did to God alone ; and would 
admit nothing of it to herſelf. Hence ſhe not 
only abhorred all flattery, but alſo refuſed the 
praiſe that was due to her; as they, who atr 
tended her, well underſtood: nay, ſhe was 
even glad, when ſometimes her good actions 
were, by miſtake or malice, blamed; becauſe 
thus ſhe became more like to our Saviour. She, 
had a very high idea of the obligations of a. 
chriſtian, and was therefore always afraid of not 
coming nearly up to. them ; this made her de- 
firous of being warned of the faults, into which 
ſhe apprehended. ſhe might fall ; and ſhe always 
received advice and admonition in good part. 
The low opinion ſhe entertained of herſelf, and 
che example given us by our heavenly maſter, 0 
made her willingly exerciſe herſelf in exterior 
acts of humility ; and we have ſeen, that ſhe was 
pleaſed to perform to the pooreſt of her ſubjects, 
ſuch ſervices as the meaneſt ſervant girl would 
not have ſubmitted to without reluctancef. 
Hut tho! ſhe; had a perfect diffidence in her- 
ſelf, this was accompanied with a lively confi- 
dence in the diyine aſſiſtance, which encourag- 
ed a to undertake great things, nn. ar T4 
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ficult, when ſhe thought them conducive to the 
glory of God and to the good of mankind, and 
which enabled her to go on with perſeverance 
until her endeavours were crowned with ſuc- 
ceſs. The confidence ſhe had in the goodneſs 
of God, and in the ſuperabundant merits of 
Chriſt, made her firmly hope that ſhe would at- 
tain to the bliſs of heaven, of which ſhe ſpoke 


to her confeſſor with the greateſt ſatisfaction ; 


and on theſe oceaſions the tears of joy and ten- 
derneſs flowed from her eyes, and ſhe feemed to 
melt away in devotion. This. hope ſupported 
her in all her undertakings and labours, and gave 
her comfort in all the ſufferings ſhe had to un- 
dergo. 5 f «bo 
The ſame confidence in God, and a fear leſt 
ſhe ſhould offend him, arifing from a ſenſe of 
her own weakneſs, and of the danger from the 
attacks of her ſpiritual enemies, made her beg 
for help from heaven with great frequency and 


tervour. She employed a conſiderable part of the . ' 


day in prayer, both in her cloſet and in the 
church, during the whole year, beſides her fre- 


quent ejaculations. The forty days before 


Chriſtmaſs, and the ſame before Eaſter, were de- 
dicated by her to devotion, in a more particular 
manner; that ſhe might prepare herſelf to ce- 
lebrate the nativity and reſurrection of our Sa- 
viour with greater profit. At thoſe times it was 
her cuſtom to riſe at midnight to the office in 


- church, where ſhe recited with great atten- 
ion che offices of the moſt holy Trinity, of the | 
paſſion, of the bleſſed Virgin, and of the dead. 


She alſo took a particular delight in repeating the 
Pſalms of David, which being inſpired by the 
Holy -Ghoft,- are full of ſentiments of the moſt 
ſublime piety, and contain numberleſs expreſ- 
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fions, that may be eaſily adapted to every flat 
of the ſoul. After ſore reſt, in the morning, 
knowing well the great efficacy of the adorable 
ſacrifice of the body and blood of Chriſt, ſhe 
aſſiſted at five or ſix low, maſſes and at high maſs, 
with ſuch recollection, modeſty and reverence. 
as greatly edified every beholder “-. 

Some modern authors have criticiſed che length 
of St. Margaret's prayers, as if they had reſe m- 
bled the long prayers of the heathens, which our 
Saviour reprobated. But our heavenly maſter 
did not certainly condemn the employing of 
much time in | converſing ſeriouſly with God. 
about the important affair of our ſalvati on, and 
in praiſing and bleſſing the divine majeſty, which 
is the conſtant employment of the angels and 
Saints in heaven. He blamed the long prayers 
of the Heathens, becauſe they were made out 
oſtentation, and they lengthened their petitions 
for want of confidence in the Gods, to whom 
they addreſſed themſelves... . Margaret's, long 
prayers were of the firſt, not of the ſecond kind. 
She never neglected - the performance of any 
duty through indiſcreet devotion z but from her 
long prayers, ſhe received light. and ſtrength to 
do every thing well. As ſhe gave little time tofleep, 
very little to her meals, and none to idleneſs or 
vain amuſements, ſhe could allot-the more of it 

prayer. It is indeed obſervable, that very often- 
x 2 who give moſt of their time to devotion, are 
thoſe. who likewiſe perform the grove things for- 
the real good of mankind, .. 

We have had occaſion to mention, more than, 
once, that love of God, with which the heart of 
Margaret was inflamed from her very infancy 
This was increaſed by conſtant exerciſe, "—— | 
755 OY 5 „bed. 40. en ieh 5 
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her meditating daily on the infinite perfections of 
God, and on his unſpeakable benefits to man. It 
was particularly nouriſhed by her thinking often 
on what regards our dear Saviour; and, as in the 
goſpels, his becoming man for us, his life, paſſion, 

and death are deſcribed, ſhe carried them always 
with her, whitherſoever ſhe went. Once it hap- 
pened, that a ſervant let this book fall into a river, 
and though it lay in the water for a day and a 
night, it was not in the leaſt damaged, to the ſur- 
prize of every body; and this was looked upon as 
— of the holineſs of her to whom it be- 

ged.“ 

From this her love of God proceeded an ear- 
neſt deſire to ſee him honoured here upon earth. 

Hence ſhe built, repaired, and adorned many 
churches. Her rooms were ſometimes like to 


warehouſes of prieſtly veſtments, and ornaments 


for the altar ſo full they were of things of that 
nature. For the like reaſon, ſhe recommended 
great reſpect to churches, and would not permit 
any thing to be done or ſaid in them, which was 


not either abſolutely neceſlary, or tended immedi- 


ately to the divine ſervice. 
With the concurrence of her huſband, ſhe 1 
at Dunfermline a magnificent church, dedicated 
to the bleſſed Trinity, in which ſhe placed the 
famous black-croſs, brought by herſelf to Scot» 
land, and held in the greateſt veneration, be- 
cauſe it contained a piece of the true croſs, on 
which our Saviour died for the ſalvation of the 
world.“ To officiate in the ſame church, ſhe 
founded a convent of Benedictines adjoining to 
it and to the palace, endowing it with copious 
rents. She alſo built a chapel, in honour of the 
glorious virgin and martyr St, Catharine, the 
F 


ruins 
„ Theod, AQ. Sand 10 Jun Brev, Aberd. 0 L. 6. Aclred. p. 349 apud Twilden 
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ruins of which are ſtill to be ſeen, three miles 
from Edinburgh, on the road to Roſlin; and the 
place ſtill retains the name of St. Catharine 8. 
Near this chapel there is a fountain, on the wa- 
ter of which a dark oily ſubſtance floats. There 
is a tradition, mentioned more than two hundred 
years ago, by Boece, by Leſlie biſhop of Roſs, 
and others, that a vial of miraculous oil, brought 
from the tomb of St. Catharine on mount Sina, 
and ſent to Margaret, was broken here, and 
that hence the oil comes to be ſtill ſeen on the 
water.“ It is ſaid that this oil, which is often 
gathered from the well is uſeful in healing 
wounds. I have not heard, that it has ever been 
chemically examined. There is alſo in the 
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and near the village 
of Reſtalrig, another copious fountain of excellent 
Water, which bears the name of St. Margaret; 
but for what reaſon I have not been able to 
learn. 
We have already given ade many proofs of our 
Saint s moſt active love to her neighbour, that 
it ſeems unneceſſary to add any thing on that 
ſubject. The whole of her life in Scotland was 
a continual exerciſe of the corpenal. and ſpiritual 
works of mercy. -- 
_ . - Attending to the precepts of Jeſus Chit, who 
required of his followers, in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
that they deny themſelves, Margaret practiſed 
outward and inward ſelf-denials, with great aſſi- 
duity; and her ſorrow for the offences againſt 
God, which ſhe apprehended in herſelf, and 


Y | which ſhe knew were too often committed by 


others, made her think it neceſſary to exerciſe 
herſelf daily in penitential works. Her feeding 
of 18 many poor perſons with her own hands, 


and 
| Lell ungen Satin, hes ga Reg Deaip fl 6. 
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and her waſhing of their feet, were not only acts 
of charity and humility, but likewiſe of mortifi- 
cation and penance. Her oftentimes leaving of 
her reſt, and her ſpending of ſo many hours of 
the night in the; church, was ſelf-denying and pe- 
nitential. Her meals were ſo «ſparing, that her 
confeſſor ſays, that ſht-ſeemed rather to taſte 
only of the diſhes brought to her table, than to 
eat of them; and during the above mentioned 
forty days before Chriſtmas, and for as many be- 
fore Eaſter, ſhe obſerved a rigorous faft*. The 
| ſame confeſſor was of opinion, that her exceſſive. 
faſting might have contributed to bring on vio- 
lent pains in her ſtomach. Hence a late writer 
blames her, as if ſhe had ruined her conſtitution, 

and ſhortened her life by theſe faſts. On this 
we may obſerve, that the Saints are not exempt 
from all failings : ; and if they are found to have 
really fallen into any miſtake, this ought not to 
be approved or imitated. But faſting is much re- 
commended in the ſcripture, as a powerful 


means of overcoming our paſſions, and for ob- 


taining mercy of God for ourſelves and others, 
when it is accompanied by devout prayer, It 
has been much practiſed by the holieſt men, 
and when not carried tp very great excels, in- 
ſtead of hurting health, it is often uſeful to it, ſo 
that many of the greateſt faſters have arrived to 
a very advanced age. With regard to Margaret, 

ſhe might have died in the forty ſeventh year of 
her life, even the' ſhe had taken full meals, as 


happens to ſo many others. We may alſo ven- 


ture to ſay, that the meant well; that ſhe ſaw- 
the neceſſity of giving good example in this reſ- 
pect, and that ſhe may have had many other rea- 


ſons. 


6 Theod, AR. SanQ, 554 
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ſons for acting as ſhe did, that are unknown to 
us. 8 
She was not however ignorant, that outward 
auſterities avail nothing, and are even dangerous, 
unleſs they are animated by inward mortification 
of the paſſions. Wherefore it was her conſtant en- 
deavour, to regulate well all the affections of her 
will, directing them to their proper objects, and 
reſtraining them within the limits, which reaſon 
and religion have preſcribed for them. In this, 
with the divine aid, ſhe was ſo ſucceſsful, that 
ſhe always maintained an uniform, ſedate, cheer- 
ful equality of mind, without being puffed up by 
22 or caſt down by adverſity; and al- 
e was of a lively diſpoſition, tho? ſhe ſaw 
clearly what, was unreaſonable in the words or 
actions of others, and was naturally apt to be 
provoked by it to anger, yet ſhe had acquired 
ſuch an habitual mildneſs, that ſhe never allowed 
a harſh or offenſive word to proceed from her 
mouth; and even when ſhe was obliged to cor- 
rect the faults of thoſe under her care, ſhe re- 
prebended them with ſo much temper, with ſo 
much reaſon, and in ſo agreeable a manner, that 
the perſons reproved; tho? they could not perhaps 
be much pleaſed with the reproof itſelf, yet 
they could not help efteeming and loving her 
from whom it came, being more convinced than 
ever, that ſhe really had at her heart their true 

welfare. - bY e's 9 | 
Whatever ſhe did or ſaid, was ſeaſoned, and re- 
gulated by prudence and diſcretion. She pro- 
zoſed good ends, made choice of proper means, 
r obtaining her aim, and applied theſe means 
to the beſt advantage. But whatever was the 
event, ſhe was perfectly reſigned to divine pro- 
1 5 vidence, 
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vidence, knowing that thro' the narrowneſs of 
our views, we often ſee not what is moſt expedi- 
ent; but that what God appoints, will moſt cer- 
tainly co-operate to the good of thoſe who love 
him “. Eh | | 
Having now, as we think, given a ſufficient 
idea of the virtues which adorned the life of 
Margaret, we muſt now proceed to give an account 
of her laſt ſickneſs and death, on which occaſion 
ſhe behaved, as the true ſervants of God are 
wont to do in like circumſtances. | / 


e 6H A F-IK 
Of her laſt Sickneſs and Death. 


MARGARET had now enjoyed many tempo- 


ral bleſſings for ſeveral years. She had a huſ- 
band of great worth, who loved her, tenderly, had 


dhe greateſt eſteem of her, and did nothing of 


conſequence without her advice. She had alſo a 
numerous family of hopeful and dutiful children. 
The whole nation had the greateſt reſpect for 
her, and ſhe ſaw them profiting by the regulati- 
ons, of which ſhe was the principal author. But 
God in his wiſdom often ſees it expedient to ſend 


afflictions on his moſt faithful ſervants, in or- 
der to purify their ſouls from every ſtain of ſin, 


to wean their hearts more effectually from the 
things of this world, drawing them entirely to 
himſelf, and that they may have an opportunity 
of exerciſing many chriſtian virtues, which 
ſcarcely can have place when all goes on with 
one proſperouſly, and in a manner agreeable to 
nature. Thus it pleaſed the divine providence, 


to viſit our ſaint with, ſome very ſevere trials to- 


' wards the end of her lite. 


* Theod, AQ. Sand. 10 Ju. 
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lence and prayer“. No fretfulneſs appeared 
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In the ſpring of the year 1093, ſhe was ſeized 
with a painful ſickneſs, which ſhe ſoon foreſaw 


$ | was to be her laſt. Wherefore, though her 


whole life had been a conſtant preparation for 


death, yet ſhe thought it neceſſary to prepare 


herſelf now more particularly, for her appearance 
before the all- ſeeing judge. She therefore made 
a general confeſſion of all that ſhe thought 
might have been any ways ſinful in her 


thoughts, words, or actions, from her child- 


hood upwards; and, however innocently ſhe 
had lived, ſhe made this confeſſion, with fi gns of 
the greateſt compunction. The tears dropped 
from her eyes, and her ſighs often interrupted 
her words. When ſhe had finiſhed, ſhe ſaid to 
her confeſſor Farewell, for I ſhall not be here 
long; you will ſtay ſome little time behind 
me. Two things I have to deſire of you; the 

one is, that ſo long as you live, you remember 

my poor ſoul in your maſſes and prayers; the 

* other is, that you aſſiſt my children, nd teach 
them to fear and love God, and whenever you 


ſee any of them attain to the height of earthly 


* grandeur, Oh! then in an eſpecial manner, be 
2 c0 > them as a father and a guide. Admoniſh, 
and if need be, reprove them, leſt they be ſwel- 
led with the pride of momentary glory, thro? 
avarice offend God, or by reaſon of the proſ- 


« perity of this world, become careleſs of eternal 


« life. Theſe things you muſt promiſe me here, 


in the preſence of God. who alone is witneſs 

of our diſcourſe.” She ſurvived this about half 

a year, during which ſhe was ſeldom able to riſe 
out of bed, and her pains daily increaſed upon 


her, which ſhe bore with incredible patience in 


to 
* Theod, Act. gad. to Jun. . 
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to thoſe who attended her ; no word of complaint 
came from her mouth; her mind was calm, her 
countenance ſerene. She {ought for comfort on- 
ly, in meditating on the paſſion, and to help her 
attention to this, ſhe made a crucifix be ſo plac- 
ed, that it might be always in her fight, and ſhe 
often with great affection kiſſed on it, in repre- 
ſentation, the wounds of her dying Jeſus. To 


her ſharp bodily pains there was added, a little 


before th cloſe of her mortal pilgrimage; a 
heavy cauſe of inward grief, by the news which 
"vere brought to her, that her huſband and eldeſt 
ſon were ſlain. We ſhall tranſcribe from Butler, 


his account of this their unfortunate expedi-. 


tion. ; 

« St Margaret,  fays he, by her wiſe counſels 
had perfectly convinced her Royal Conſort, 
who is the common father of his people; war 


Malcolm, however did not forget, that it is an 
indiſpenfible duty of a, King to be expert in 


wanting to the protection, Which he owes his 
people. William Rufus, who came to the throne 


The Engliſh garriſon being reduced to great 


the King to come, and receive the keys with 
his own: hand ; but the ſoldier who preſented 
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that the love of peace is the firſt duty of him, 


being the greateſt of all temporal calamities. 
war, and always in readineſs, that he be not 


of England in 1087, ſurpriſed the caſtle. of 
Alnwick an Northumberland, and put the. 
garriſon to the ſword. Malcolm demanded 
reſtitution, which being denied, he beſieged it. 


extremity, offered to ſurrender, and deſired the 


them to him upon the point of a ſpear, by a 
baſe treachery, thruſt the ſpear into his eye, 
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take them, and killed him. His ſon Edward 
* carried on the fiege to revenge the death of his 
father, but advancing too eagerly was ſlain in 
an aſſault, Whereupon the Scots were ſo 
much afflicted, that they raiſed the fiege and 
retired, having buried their King and Prince 
at Tinmouch*”' Thus Butler. F dry gives 
the circumſtance of Malcolm s eye / bein 
pierced as only à report, for which he had 
not good authority ; and ſome Engliſh writers 
relate, that he was killed fighting in a ſkir- 
miſh; but William of Malmeſbury, a very 
credible Engliſh Hiſtorian owns, that Malcolm 


fell by the _ bus enemies, rather than by their 
| . ſeems to confirm Fordoun's 
report. 
On the 3 on which: Malcolm was killed, 
Margaret appeared melancholy and fad; and 
'  faid to thoſe about her, perhaps this day 4 
greater evil hath befallen Scotland, than any 
this long time,” On the fourth day, her pains 
being ſomewhat abated; ſhe aroſe, and went in- 
to her oratory, where ſhe confeſſed and received 
the holy viaticum.* Then teeling the redouble- 
ment of her fever, with her pains, return upon 
her, ſhe laid herſelf down and deſired the chap- 
lains to recite the Pſalms by her, and to recom- 
mend her ſonl to God. In the mean time ſhe 
called for the famous black croſs, She embrac- 
ed it and figned herſelf frequently with it.— 
Then ſhe held it, with both her hands before her, 
and with her eyes fixed upon it, recited the 
Pſalm, Have mercy on me, O, God, and other 
prayers. Whilſt ſhe was thus employed, her ſon 
| Edgar returning from the wore approached _ 
couc 
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couch. How fares it with the King and my 
Edward?“ The youth ſtood filent. © Iknow 
all,” cried ſhe, © I know all; by this holy croſs, 
by your - filial affection, I adjure you, tell 
me the truth.“ He anſwered ; * Your huſband” 
and your ſon are both ſlain, Lifting her 
eyes and hands towards heaven, ſhe ſaid ; * Praiſe - 
* and bleſling be to thee, O! Almighty God, 
* that thou haſt been pleaſed to make me endure 
ſo bitter anguiſh, in the hour of my departure, 
* thereby, as I truſt, to purify me in ſome mea- 

_ * ſure from the corruption of my fins; and 
thou, Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who through the will 
of thy father, haſt enlivened the world by thy 
death, O! deliver me*,” While pronouncing 
deliver me, ſhe expired. All ber ſufferings of 
foul and body, were now for ever at an end; 
and ſhe began to enjoy unſpeakable bliſs in the 
poſſeſſion of the ſupreme Good, after whom ſhe 
had ſo ardently aſpired. The great Judge, whom 
ſhe had ſerved fo. diligently, ſaid to her, Well 
* done, good and faithful ſervant, enter into t 
joy of thy Lord. Her death happened in E- 
ainburgh Caſtle, on the 16th of November in 
che year 1093; according to the Chronicle of 
Mailros, which is one of the moſt authentic 
monuments that we have: and in the forty fe- 
venth year of her — 
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CHAP XI. | 
07 the Veneration paid to ber after her Death: 73 


TIE ec countenance of our ſaint, which had been . 
rendered thin and pale by her long fickneſs, put 
on, after her death, a . colour. and a comely, 

agreeable. appearance. This unuſual circum- 


G ſtance, 
® Theod, AR. Sand, Bolland, ad 10 Junk, Matth. Par, p. 17, ; 


\ ; 
48 THE LIFE )OF Sr. MARGARET, 


ſtance, and the firm belief of her ſanctity, took 
away from the beholders all that horror, which 
is wont to be felt in ſeeing a lifeleſs corpſe * ſhe 
was looked at, with grief indeed for the loſs of 
her, but vith great reſpect. Her body was carri- 
ed after ſome days from Edinburgh to Dun- 
fermling, where it was interred in the church of 
the bleſſed Trinity, built by herſelf. To the 
ſame church, after ſome time, were removed 
from Tinmouth, the bodies of her huſband and 
of their ſon Edward. In the ſame place were 
buried, afterwards, five other kings, Edgar, Alex- 
ander L David, Malcolm IV. and the famous 
Robert Bruce. 

There was a great lamentation all over the 
kingdom for the death of their brave King and 
Prince; and a ſtill greater for that of their holy 
Queen. The poor complained that they had no 
more their affectionate mother; the Clergy 
grieved for having loſt in her their beſt friend; 
the whole nation deplored their being deprived | 
of a perſon, who ſo earneſtly ſought and effica- 
ciouſly procured their general welfare. All a- 
greed that Margaret had lived amongſt them the 
life of a Saint; and many began ſoon to viſit 
her tomb with great veneration. 

We are taught by the voice of nature itſelf to 
preſerve and revere the memory of great and 
good perſons; and this is uſeful to us becauſe 
it lays before our eyes excellent models, which 
we may profitably imitate, and alſo encourages 
us to undertake this imitation. Beſides this, the 
church of Chriſt has always believed, thit the 
bleſſed in heaven, through the communion of 
ſaints profeſſed in the creed, intercede for the 
faithful on earth; and eſpecially for - thoſe who 


beg 
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beg that interceſſion of them. But to prevent 
miſtakes in applying that veneration and invoca- 
cation, the Pope, who is the ſupreme director 
of eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, has reſerved to himſelf 
the power of declaring, what perſons are de- 
ſerving of being venerated and invocated, before 
it can lawfully” be done publickly in churches. 


This pontifical declaration is called canonization ;. 


and it always preſuppoſes a publick opinion of 
the ſanctity of the perſons to be canonized, at 
leaſt for the latter part of their lives. This pub- 


lick opinion of Margaret's ſanctity had already 


prevailed all over Britain, for the ſpace of more 
than one hundred and fifty years, when it re- 
ceived the ſanction of Pope Innocent IV. in the 
year 1250. On that occaſion, and on the 19th 
of June of that year, the body of the Saint 
was taken up from the grave, where it had 
hitherto lain, and was put into a ſilver ſnrine, ador- 
ned with precious ſtones, which was placed under 
the high altar of the church.* This tranſlation 


was honoured by the preſence of King Alex 


ander III. of the prime nobility, of ſeveral bi- 
ſhops and many abbots, with a great concourſe 
of people.. We may here obſerve, that the reſ- 
pect paid to the bodies of the Saints is diftated 
by nature and faith. We naturally have a re- 


gard for the remains of our friends and re lati- 


ons; and what true chriſtian is there, who ooks 


ever the leaſt beyond appearances, who will not 


alſo reverence thoſe bodies, tho“ now reduced to 
a condition diſagreeable to the human eye, which 
nevertheleſs were once the temples of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and which will one day, in a glorified 
ſtate, ſhine more bright than the ſun, in the king - 
dom of God? | | | 


„ Brev, Abdn, 19 Jun. + Dempſt, Menel. Scot, Ledl. I. vi. Boece. I. zl. 
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After this canonization, the number of thoſe 
who viſited the ſhrine of the Saint, in the hopes 


of obtaining by her interceſſion ſpiritual or tem- 


poral bleſſings; became much greater. Many of 
thoſe came from the ſouth, and when, on the 


road from Edinburgh, they arrived on the riſing 


ground, about a mile ſouthward from the 


Queensferry, ſo called from our holy Queen's 


paſſing there frequently ; the fine proſpect of the 
Firth of Forth, of the coaſts of Fife, and of the 
diſtant hills opened to them ; and they ſaw be- 
fore them the town of Dunfermling beautifully 
fituated. - Here the Pilgrim naturally ſtopped 


and fixed his eyes on this ſpot, to which his ſteps 


were directed. There is a tradition, that ſuch 
3 were wont, at this place, to fall on their 

nees in prayer. Hence this was regarded as a 
place of devotion, and a croſs of ſtone was erec - 
ted, which was demoliſhed at the change of re- 
ligion; but its pedeſtal 1s ſtil} to be ſeen; and 
the eminence. has the name to this day of Croſ⸗ 
Hill, and ſo likewiſe the neighbouring farm is 
called. Such pilgrimages, when undertaken for 
mere amuſement, and are made with diſſipation, 


are no doubt cenſurable; but when a perſon. in- 


terrupts his temporal buſineſs, and can do ſo 


without any injury to others; when he leaves 


his home in the ſpirit of penance and devotion, 
and really gives the time of his abſence to me- 
ditation and prayer; this is not only an outward 
profeſſion of religion and a ſtrong proof of ve- 


neration to ſomething that relates to God: but 
may alſo contribute greatly with God's grace to 


a perfect converſion to a pious life, or to con- 
firm one in the good diſpoſitions he had before. 
But almoſt all this veneration to St Margaret 


was put a ſtop to, by the pretended reformati- 


; on; 
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on; and their being danger of difreſpeCt to her 
venerable remains from the Knoxian mob, the 
head, with ſome of the hair, was removed by 
ſome pious perſon to the Caſtle of Edinburgh, 
where it remained for ſome -time. - Thence it 
was carried to the houſe of the Laird of Dury, 
where it was carefully kept for ſome years by a 
Benedictine Monk of that firname ; until it was 
conſigned to the fathers of the ſociety of Jeſus, in 
the year 1597. One of theſe fathers, by name 
John Robie, wiſely conveyed it out of the king- 


dom to Antwerp in the Low Countries, The 


biſhop of this city, John Malder, after a ſtrict 
examination, and having taken the depoſition 
upon oath of ſome of the ſaid fathers, gave an 
authentic atteſtation, that he was fully convinc- 
ed of its being truly the head of St. Margaret, 
on the 5th of September in the year 1620, grant- 
ing leave at th ſame time for its being expoſed 


to public veneration. From Antwerp the ſame Þ} 


venerable relic was tr nſported to the Scots col- 
lege at Douay. Here again it was juridically re- 
cogniſed and acknowledged to be authentic, on 
the 4th of September, in the year 1627, by Paul 
Boudot biſhop of Arras. Pope Innocent X. by 
a, brief dated on the 4th of March in the year 
1645, granted a plenary indulgence to thoſe who 
ſhould viſit the church of the ſaid college on the 


tenth of June, to which day our Saint's feaſt had 


been transferred, for what reaſon is uncertain ; 
which grant was confirmed ſeveral times by his 
ſucceſſors. x 

Biſhop Challoner in his Britansia Sandla, and 
Mr Butler in his Saints Lives, affirm that the reſt 
of St. Margaret's body and that of her huſband 
Malcolm were carried to Spain; and pgs by 


® Papebroch, in A0. Sanct. Rolland, 10 Jun. 


hilißp 
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Philip II. in the church of St. Laurance at the 
Eſcurial, with the inſcriptions Saint Margaret 
Deen ; Saint Malcom King, on the urns contain- 
ing them. But what documents they had for 
this fact, or by whole means the conveyance was 
made, I have not as yet been able to learn. It 
is true the name of Malcolm III. occurs in ſome 
catalogues of Scotch Saints; but this reſts on the 
private authority and opinion of the writer. | 
The days of the year, on which the memory 
of Saints is hunoured by the church are, for the 
moſt part, thoſe days, on which theſe ſervants of 
God were called by him out of this mortal pil- 


grimage to a new life of everlaſting bliſs ; but 


ſometimes, for particular reaſons, other days are 
appointed. There has been ſome variation with 
regard to the day ſet apart for the veneration of 
St. Margaret. From the time of her canonizati> 
on, during the ſpace of more than three hund- 
red years, down to the ſuppreſſion of the public 
exerciſe of the Catholic Religion in Scotland, the 
church of this kingdom, honoured her on the 
16th of November, which was the day of her 
death, and likewiſe on the rgth of June, the an- 
Niverſary of the tranſlation of her body, mention- 
ed above. On both theſe days, there was 
a particular office ſaid in her memory, as ap- 
pears from the Breviary of Aberdeen, prin- 
ted at Edinburgh in the year 1510, after having 
been reviſed by Biſhop Elphinſton. In the year 
1673, in conſequence of a petition in the name 
of the Scotch Catholics, preſented by Baron 
Menzies of the family of Pitfoddels, who had 
been educated in the Scotch College of Douay, 
and was at that time Envoy to his Holineſs from 
the Czar of Muſcovy, Clement X. allowed _ 

es. --; office 
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office of our Holy Queen, on the tenth day of 
June, to be ſaid by all thoſe who make uſe of 
the Roman Miſſal and Breviary. At the ſame 
time ſhe was declared Patroneſs Saint of Scot- 
land, ſecond in order; the apoſtle St. Andrew 
having been choſen many ages before for prin- 
cipal Patron. Innocent XI. on account of the 
moveable feſtivals, that fall about the begining 
of ſune, changed her feaſt to the eighth of July; 
but in the year 1693, it was brought back to 
the tenth of June, by Innocent XII. at the peti- 
tion of James VII. and that petition was probab- 
ly made becauſe his ſon had been born on that. 
day. On this occaſion likewiſe her office, which 
was before only allowed to be ſaid, was made of 
obligation.“ The three hiſtorical leſſons that are 
read in the office of St Margaret, in the Roman 
Breviary, are a not in- elegant abridgment of her 
life; and by means of them her virtues are 
known and celebrated, wherever that Breviary is 
recited, which is inall the four quarters of the globe. 


CHAP. . XI. 
A Short Accouut of ber Children. 


Wæ come now to give, as we have promiſed, a 
ſhort account of our Saint's eight children ; 

that ſo from this the good effects of the excellent 
education they received from her may the more 
clearly appear. We have already mentioned 
that Edward, the eldeſt of them, was killed at 
Alnwick. His death was much lamented by the 
whole nation, for he had been much eſteemed 
and beloved by all who knew him; and his be- 
haviour had given reaſon to expect from him 


era _ that is good. * : : 
thelred, 


PFapebtoch in Act. Sant, Bolland. 10 Jun. 
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Ethelred, the ſeeond ſon, died when he was 


young; yet it ſeems he had already betaken 
imſelf to a religious ſtate of life; and there is 


2 charter in the Excerpts of the priory of St. 


Andrew's wherein he is called a man of venera- 
ble memory, Abbot of Dunkeld. Boece tells us, 
that in the reign of James II. a wall falling down 


in the church of Dunfermling, a body was diſ- 


covered, which was ſuppoſed to be his. It was 
laid in a leaden coffin, and was wrapt in filk.—. 


This body was that of a youth, and was found 


perfectly entire, without any gn of corrupti- 
on. 


Concerning Edmund, hiſtorians are not agreed. 


Some relate, that he retired to England and led a 


ſolitary angelical life; ſome ſay, that he was put 
to death by his Uncle Donald Bane, in the time of 


His uſurpation; but William of Malmeſbury has 


the following paſſag e. Edmund was the only 
ſon of Margaret, who ſwerved from good. He 
becoming partaker of the crime of his uncle 


Donald, had not been ignorant of the murder 


* of his brother Duncan, having agreed to it for 
* the half. of the kingdom. But being appre- 
* hended, (by whom it is not ſaid,) and having 

been detained in perpetual impriſonment, he 
repented fincerely ; and at his death gave or- 
dere that he ſhould be buried with his chains, 
© acknowledging, that he had been puniſhed: de- 

* fervingly for the part he had taken in the 
murder of his brother. © 5 

Edgar the fourth ſon, came not to ths — 
until the year 1097. For, after the death of 
Malcolm, his brother Donald Bane, who had 
lived in the Weſtern Iſles, from the time of Mac- 


beth's uſurpation, came over to Scotland with an 


army 
* Boece, I. 18. fol. 367. 4 W. Malm. P. 138. 
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army of Iſlanders, and uſurped the crown; but 
within a few months he was diſplaced by Dun- 
can, a natural ſon of Malcolm's, or, according to 
ſome authors, a lawful ſon by a former marriage. 
Next year Donald procured the murder of Dun- 
can, and again ſeized the reins of government, 
which he continued to hold for above two 
years.* In the-beginning of Donald's uſurpati- 
on, Edgar had retired with his two younger 
brothers and his two ſiſters into England, where 
he was received and protected by his uncle Ed- 
gar Etheling, who lived there in quiet under the 
government of William Rufus. And, in the a- 

bove mentioned year 1097, the young Edgar, 
with the aſſiſtance of his uncle, and the concur- 
rence of Rufus, returned to Scotland, overcame 
Donald, and condemned him to perpetual im- 
priſonment, where his eyes were put out to pre- 
vent his giving any farther diſturbance. f Ed- 
gar was now crowned at Scoon ; on which occa- 


4 ſion the ſacred union was firſt made uſe of, as 


we have ſaid above, at the coronation of a King 
of Scotland. He reigned nine years in perfect 
peace and proſperity, Aldred gives of him the 
following character. He was a ſweet tempered 


© amiable man, in all things reſembling Edward 


the confeſſor; mild in his adminiſtration, e- 
quitable and beneficent. 5 It ſeems he was ne- 
ver marriec. N | 

Alexander, the next ſon, ſucceeded his brother 
in the beginning of the year 1107. He was a 
brave, valiant Prince, juſt, charitable and religi- 
ous. He was ſomething terrible to his nobles, 
from whom he required exact obedience ; but 
his commands were reaſonable. The ſame Ald- 
red ſays of him, that he was courteous to his 

H 


| | | + clergy, 


| injuſtices done, or any oppreſſion, he puniſhed 
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* clergy, zealous in eſtabliſhing churches, in col- 
lecting relics, and in providing veſtments and 

books for the Ecclefiaſtics; liberal, even to 

* profuſion, and taking delight in the offices of 
charity to the poor.“ He made a large grant 
of lands to the church of St. Andrew ; he in- 
creaſed the revenues of the monaſtery of Dun- 
fermling, which his parents had founded ; he 


brought a colony of Canons regular from Eng- 


land, and eſtabliſhed” them at Scoon. To the 
fame Canons he gave Lochtay, where his Queen 
Sy billa, a natural daughter of Henry the firſt of 
England, died... He alſo built a monaſtery on 
che iſland of Inchcolm, in the firth of Forth ; 


for having reached that iſland, with great diffi- 


culty, in a violent tempeſt, and having been de- 
tained there for three days, and hofpitably en- 
tertained by a Hermit, on his ſcanty ſtores ; he 
aſcribed his deliverance to the interceſſion of St: 
Columba, Patron of the iſle, and founded the 
monaſtery to teſtify his gratitude. He died in the 
yea 1124, leaving no children. 

David, the youngeſt ſon, by the death of his 
brothers without children, was obliged to aſcend 
the throne ; for which dignity he had no am- 
bitioh, tho' he was. moſt worthy of it. He be- 
gan to reign in the year 1124, and was one of 
the beſt Kings that ever ruled in Scotland, or in 
any other kingdom. He was prudent, valiant, 
Juſt, liberal, active, charitable, affable, and very 
pious, He made it his earneſt endeavour to 
chooſe the fitteſt perſons to be judges, and to hold 
the other public offices ; he watched over their 
behaviour ; and was often preſent himſelf to 
hear their deciſions ; and when he diſcovered any 


the 


| * den Ga Reg, Angl. p. 368. 9 v. e. 36. & 37. t Fordun, I. v. c. 
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the guilty, in an exemplary manner, to give ſa- 
tisfaction to his ſubjects, and to frighten others 
from committing the like crimes. He was wont 
to fit at the door of his palace, on certain days, 
to give audience to all without diſtinction; and 
on theſe occaſions, he was at great pains to con- 
vince thoſe againſt whom he had decided, of the 
_ reaſonableneſs of his decifions, that ſo they 
might depart with contented minds.F He uſed 
bunting as an exerciſe uſeful to health ; yet ſo 
as never to encroach on the hours of buſineſs. 
I have ſeen him, ſays Aldred, quit his horſe 
* and diſmiſs his hunting equipage, when any 
* even of the meaneſt of his ſubjects, implored 
* a hearing.” At ſunſet he diſmiſſed all his at- 
tendants and retired to meditate on his duty to 
God and his people. At day break he reſumed 
his beneficent .labours.* 

This excellent king was well convinced, that 
the chriſtian religion is not only neceſſary, for 
our attaining to happineſs in the next lite, but 
is alſo the moſt effectual means for rendering 
ſubjects obedient to the laws, peaceable and unit- 
ed among themſelves, induſtrious and content. 
He therefore promoted it very much by his ad- 
vice, by his example, and by his extraordinary 
liberality. He founded the biſhopricks of Roſs, 
Dunblane and Brechin. He converted the mon- 
aſtery of Culdees at Dunkeld, dedicated to St. 
Columba, into a Cathedral church. He tranſ- 
lated the Epiſcopal See from Mortlach to Old 
Aberdeen, and augmented its revenues. He alſo 
founded and liberally endowed the Abbey of 
Holy-rood-houſe for Canons regular, the Abbey 


of Meltoſs, of Newbottle, of Kinloſs, of Dry- 


burgh, of Jedburgh, Selkirk, Kelſo, with the 
1 


t Fordun. . v. C. 49. * Fordun, l. v. 52. 
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2 of Leſmahago dependent on it, Cambuſ- 
enneth near Stirling, and perhaps other ones; 
he likewiſe founded a Convent of Ciſtertian 
Nuns at Berwick, with two cells depending on it, 
the one at Trefontain in Lammermuir, the other 
Golyn in the ſhire of Haddington. He conver- 
ted, finally, the monaſtery of Dunfermling into an 
Abbey, and annexed to it the priory of Ur- 
quhart. | 

David has been frequently blamed, for his 


alienating ſo much of the crown lands in favour 


of the church. In anſwer to this accuſation, we 
{ball in the firſt place give the ſentiments of the 
'ate Lord Hailes, who muſt be allowed to have 

been an unexceptionable judge of the ſubject. 
We ought (ſays he) to judge of the conduct 
of men according t6 the notions of their age, 
not of ours, To endow monaſteries may now 
be confidered as a prodigal ſuperſtition ; but 
in the days of David I. it was eſteemed an act 
of pious beneficence. Much may be urged in 
Juſtification of this beneficence. Altho' David 
was the founder of many monaſteries, it was 
not he alone who endowed them. An ample 
acceſſion to their revenues was obtained in ſuc- 
ceeding ages, by the donations of private men, 
as well as Princes. In monaſteries, the lamp 
of knowledge continued to burn, however dim- 
ly. In them men of buſineſs were formed for 
the ſtate; the art of writing was cultivated by 
the monks, and they wrote in characters re- 
markably elegant ; they were the only profi- 
cients in mechanics, gardening and architec- 
ture. When we examine the ſites of ancient 
monaſteries, we are ſometimes inclined to fay, 
with the vulgar, that the clergy, in former 
| DEE, 
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times, always choſe the " beſt of the land, and 
the moſt commodious habitations ; but we do 
not advert, that religious houſes were frequent- 
ly erected on wafte grounds, afterwards im- 
proved by the art and induſtry of the clergy, 
who alone had art and induſtry. That many 
monaſteries did, in proceſs of time, become the 
ſeats of floth, . ignorance and debauchery, I 
deny not. Candour, however, forbids us to 
afcribe accidental and unforeſeen evils to the 
virtuous founder.“ 

Thus far Lord Hailes ; and to what his Lord- 
ſhip has been pleaſed to ſay we may add, that 
the religious houſes charitably ſupported the 
poor all around them ; that their hoſpitable doors 
were always open to ; the weary traveller ; that 
they contributed much to the inſtruction of the 
ignorant in the way of ſalvation ; that they af- 
forded a convenient retreat to perſons of a con- 
templative diſpoſition, i in order to improve them- 
ſelves in piety and learning, and to the finner 
tired of the world, in which he might prepare 
for death and eternity ; that in their churches the 
devout chriſtian might find a proper place, at 
almoſt every hour of the day, for prayer and 
meditation ; that they offered up daily ſupplica- 
tions for the welfare of the King and kingdom, 
and for the repoſe of the faithful departed, and 
finally, that they performed divine ſervice with 
aſſiduity, decency, and often with ſplendour. 
The monaſteries for women were particularly 


* — * * - * * * * * 


uſeful for the education of young ladies in vir- 


ue and religion, and for the retirement of thoſe, 
who had given up all thoughts of entering into 
the married ſtate, We may likewiſe obſerve, 
mn their houſes and poſſeſſions were often reſ- 


pected . 
. Hailes Ann. of Scot, vol. 1. p. 99. 
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pected and ſpared by both parties in the time of 
war, to the great advantage of the country ; that 
their tenants had commonly caſy conditions, aud 
were treated with great mildneſs; that their in 
come was originally ſpent in the neighbourhood ; 
and that they were a kind of publick good, to 
which every proper perſon had acceſs, and by 
which the whole nation was benefited. 

We muſt nevertheleſs acknowledge, that with 
time degeneracy crept into ſome, of theſe houſes 
deſigned for piety, and that their riches drew in- 
to them improper perſons. - Yet it muſt be like- 
wiſe obſerved, that their faults were greatly ex- 
aggerated by thoſe who were intereſted in their 
deſtruction. The opulent abbacies were thought 
by greedy courtiers, an excellent prey to be turn- 
ed into rich Lordſhips; ; and it was necceſſary to 
render the former poſſeſſors odious to the people, 
that ſo the injury done to the public might be 
ſuffered the more tamely. The new preachers, 
at the change of religion, were declared anta+ 
goniſts to the religious orders, and ſometimes - 
deſerters from their regularity and ſtrictneſs of 
manners, and therefore they were very, fit tools 
tor calumniating them, and for aſſiſting thoſe, 
whoſe avarice graſped at their poſſeſſions; .. 

As for King David, he ſaw. clearly that ſuch 
"flabliſhments would tend greatly to civilize his 
people, and to render them good chriſtians ; nor 
was he diſappointed in his expectations. He 
was much aſſiſted in the government of his 
people, by the moſt virtuous Prince, Henry his 


ſon, of whom however he was deprived, about a 


year before his own death. This loſs he bore 
with aſtoniſhing patience, amidſt the mourning 
of the whole kingdom.* Upon that occaſion 
a | he 
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he invited the chief nobility to ſupper, and com- 
forted them, ſaying, that it would be fooliſh 
* and impious, in any thing whatever, to repine 
* at the will of God, which is always moſt holy, 

juſt and wile ; and that ſeeing good men muſtdie, 

we ought to comfort ourſelves, becauſe no evil 
can happen to them that ſerve God, either alive 
or dead.'} To theſe noblemen he recommend- 
ed his three grandſons, and particularly Malcolm 
the eldeſt, whom he ſent, accompanied by ſome 
of them, on a ſolemn progreſs thro' the king- 
dom, to be ſeen by the ſubjects, and to be ac- 
knowledged as heir to the crown. Perceiving 
now that the time of his departure out of this 

world was approaching, he {cttled the affairs of 
the nation in the moſt prudent manner poſſible, 

and retiring to the priory of Carliſle, gave him- 
ſelf entirely to exerciſes of devotion. Thinking 
that he was very near to death, he made himfelt 
be conducted to the church, to receive the holy 
viatic, ſaying, that he was unworthy to have it 
brought to him. Soon after, on the 24th of 
May in the year 1153, he was found dead in the 
morning with his hands joined, in a devout poſ- 
ture, ſo that it appeared, that he had expired in 
actual prayer.* His body was brought to Dun- 
fermling, and interred near to the reſt of his fa- 
mily. He is very deſervedly rekoned among the 
Saints of Scotland. Thus far concerning the = 
ſons of St. Margaret. 

The eldeſt of the Andie was Matilda or 
Maud, who in the year 1100 was marriet to Hen- 
ry the firſt, King of England. Of her Butler 
ſays, that ſhe faithfully imitated the humility,” 
charity, and other virtues of her holy mother. 
She performed the hke charitable offices * 

e 
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the poor; in Lent ſhe went bare-foot to the 
church, and is ſaid to have worn a ſhirt of hair 
under the Royal Robes. She was deſervedly 
ſurnamed the Good, and ſhe has been ranked, 
in the catalogue of the Saints of England on the 
30th of April. She built two great Hoſpitals in 
London ; that of Chriſt's Church within Ald- 
gate, and that called St. Giles's. Matthew Paris, 
and other Engliſh hiſtorians relate, that her 
brother David, ſeeing her one day employed in 
waſhing the feet of lepers, and kiſſing them, 
aſked her, * how ſhe thought the king her huſ- 
* band would bear to touch thoſe lips, that had 
* been defiled with the corrupt matter of ſuch 
* ulcerous feet?? To which ſhe anſwered with a 
ſmile, that ſhe preferred the feet of the eternal 
.< King before the lips of any mortal Prince.'— 
She died in the year 1118, and was buried in 
_ Weſtminſter Abbey, near St. Edward the confeſ- 
ſor. She left one daughter, of her own name, who 
was firſt married to the Emperor Henry V. and 
afterwards to Geoffrey, ſon to the count of An- 
jou, and by this laſt was mother to Henry II. 
King of England.“ 

Our Saint's ſecond daughter was Mary, who 
in the year 1102, was joined in marriage to 
Euſtace, Count of Boulogne, brother to the fa- 
mous Godfrey, King of Jeruſalem ; and had one 
daughter called Matilda, who was wife to Stephen 
King of England. This Mary was likewiſe a 
princeſs of ſingular piety towards God, and cha- 
rity towards her neighbour ; to teſtify which, Si- 
meon of Durham tells us, that there were ſeve- 
ral pieces of ſculpture repreſenting her virtuous 
actions, to be ſeen in St. Saviour's Church at 
London; tho' they are now effaced. 


| Such 
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Such were the children of St. Margaret ; and 
from this our account of them may be learned 
what happy effects were produced by the educa- 
tion ſhe gave them, and how carefully they fol- 
lowed her good example. May the ſame ex- 
ample; which we have endeavoured here to deſ- 
cribe, ſtir up all thoſe who read theſe ſheets, to 
diſcharge themſelves well of their reſpective 


duties, and thus glorify God, and ſecure their 
own eternal welfare ! 
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